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fRINTEB  BY  THOMAS  DAVISON,  WHITEFRIA RS, 


TO  THE 
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PRESIDENT,  VICE-PRESIDENTS, 
AND  GOVERNORS 

r 

OF  THE 

ROYAL  DISPENSARY  FOR  DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 


MY  LORDS,  LADIES,  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

Permit  me,  after  a  period  of  nearly  six 
years,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  present 
flourishing  state  of  your  useful  Establish¬ 
ment. 

By  your  benevolent  patronage  and  sup¬ 
port,  great  numbers  of  the  lower  classes 
of  the  community  have  been  restored  to 
hearing ;  who,  without  such  assistance,  must 
have  remained  incapable  of  obtaining  a  live¬ 
lihood,-  and  been  a  burden  on  society. 


IV 


Through  your  humane  zeal,  its  gra¬ 
tuitous  assistance  is  now  open  to  every 
individual,  and  the  ample  benefit  which 
has  accrued  from  it,  will  be  seen  in  the 
present  publication. 

%• 

In  dedicating  this  work,  I  do  it  with 
those  feelings  of  duty  and  respect,  which 
I  owe  to  you,  and  to  the  Medical  Profes¬ 
sion;  and  with  every  desire  to  merit  a 
continuance  of  your  good  opinion,  which 
it  has  been  my  uniform  study  to  deserve 
by  a  strict  attention  to  my  professional  du¬ 
ties  at  the  Charity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Harrison  Curtis. 

No.  2,  Soho-square, 

Nov  7,  1821.  C 


observations;  &c. 


There  is  no  class  of  diseases  more  trouble¬ 
some  than  those  of  the  ear,  or  which  occasion 
more  inconvenience ;  and  yet  it  is  singular 
to  remark,  that  no  diseases,  incident  to  the 
human  frame,  have  received  so  little  at¬ 
tention,  or  have  been  subjected  so  rarely  to 
the  investigation  of  science,  and  the  correct 
application  of  the  principles  of  the  healing 
art  in  attempting  their  cure.  Many  of  the 
ancients,  it  appears,  have  set  a  laudable  ex¬ 
ample  on  this  subject,  which  has  not  been 
followed  up  of  late  years  with  the  same  suc¬ 
cess,  as  these  early  prospects  gave  reason  to 
hope.  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  medicine, 
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Vesalius,  Eustachius,  and  many  other  di¬ 
stinguished  anatomists  and  physicians,  have 
paid  considerable  and  minute  attention  to 
the  structure  and  organic  affections  of  the 
ear. 

In  order  to  have  a  correct  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  it  is  essentially  necessary 
to  have  a  thorough  acquaintance  wTith  the 
anatomy  and  functions  of  this  important 
and  intricate  organ.  Of  the  propriety  of 
this,  every  one  must  be  sufficiently  con¬ 
vinced,  who  gives  it  a  moment’s  reflection  ; 
and  the  importance  which  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  attach  to  it  in  my  Treatise  on 
the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Diseases  of 
the  Ear,  as  a  foundation  of  practice,  has  in¬ 
duced  Professor  Eobbi  of  Leipsic  both  to 
follow  up  my  plan,  and  also  to  give  a  trans¬ 
lation  of  my  work  into  German,  enriched 
with  many  practical  notes,  and  with  par- 


ticular  attention  to  the  construction  of  the 
organ,  and  the  use  of  its  different  minute 
parts. 

I  have  the  further  satisfaction  to  find, 
from  different  foreign  correspondents,  that 
my  treatment  has  not  only  been  success¬ 
fully  employed  in  Germany,  but  on  other 
parts  of  the  Continent;  and  that  some 
respectable  practitioners  of  late  have  paid 
some  attention  to  this  neglected  branch  of 
practice;  yet  it  is  to  be  observed  with  re¬ 
gret,  that  others  have  attempted  it,  who  are 
not  of  the  profession,  and  consequently 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  subject ;  and  that 
these  pretenders  have  had  the  effrontery  to 
condemn  that  practice,  of  which  they  could 
form  no  correct  idea :  such  intrusions  are 
met  with  in  every  department  of  science, 
and  are  attended  with  much  injury  to  the 
interests  of  society. , 
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In  considering  the  history  of  the  medical 

t 

art,  it  is  pleasing  to  remark  the  vast  im¬ 
provements,  that  have  taken  place  within 
these  thirty  years,  and  the  advantage  man¬ 
kind  have  derived  from  the  labours  of  the 
profession.  In  this  period  we  have  seen 
one  formidable  disease  nearly  exterminated, 
and  a  diminution  in  the  bills  of  mortality, 
produced  by  vaccination,  to  a  considerable 
extent :  the  same  happy  effect  has  attended 
our  improved  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
febrile  contagion,  and  its  action  on  the  human 
body:  infection  is  now  rooted  from  every 
quarter,  with  a  certainty  and  expedition  al¬ 
most  miraculous,  and  the  dreadful  ravages 
of  continued  fevers,  so  fatal  in  great  towns, 
are  now  rarely  known  in  this  country,  or  to  a 
very  limited  extent.  The  same  may  be  said 
of  another  infection,  very  general,  which  is 
now  not  only  less  frequent,  but  of  a  much 
milder  nature ;  nor  is  this  improvement  less 


conspicuous  in  the  bold  and  successful  prac¬ 
tice  in  internal  inflammations,  and  even  in 
typhus  fever,  where  venesection  is  employed 
to  an  extent,  which  would  have  astonished 
and  even  frightened  the  practitioners  of  a 
former  day.  This  last  improvement  has 
been  chiefly  owing  to  the  experience  ac¬ 
quired  during  the  late  war  by  those  in  the 
service.  This  fact  I  had  the  fullest  op¬ 
portunity  of  remarking,  while  employed, 
during  six  years,  at  his  Majesty's  Eoyal 
Naval  Hospital  at  Haslar,  and  at  the  most 
interesting  period  of  the  war,  when  the 
troops  returned  from  Corunna,  Walehe- 
ren,  &c.  * 

*  A  memoir  of  the  author  will  be  found  in  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  Magazine  for  April,  1819,  which  will  show  he 
enjoyed  the  most  ample  opportunities  of  medical  improve¬ 
ment.  First,  under  his  father,  an  eminent  physician  in 
the  country,  and  brother  to  the  late  celebrated  botanist 
Mr.  W.  Curtis,  and  next  under  the  different  lecturers  of  the 
metropolis ;  after  which  he  obtained  his  qualifications  as 
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Without  being  accused  of  partiality,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say,  in  no  hospital 
in  Europe  is  the  treatment  of  patients 
better  regulated,  nor  the  recoveries  more 
certain  and  rapid,  from  some  of  the  most 
fatal  epidemic  diseases,  than  in  this:  one 
instance  of  which  I  cannot  avoid  noticing 
here,  being  so  highly  creditable  to  the  me¬ 
dical  officers  of  this  establishment.  Two 
hundred  patients  were  admitted  in  the  space 
of  twenty-four  hours,  many  of  them  in  a 
dying  state,  labouring  under  pneumonia  and 
dysentery ;  and  of  these  patients,  the  greater 
part  were  able  to  join  the  ranks,  and  fit  for 
duty,  in  the  short  space  of  a  fortnight,  which 
was  not  the  case  formerly. 

a  surgeon  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  in  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  was  appointed,  in  1805,  a  medical  officer  in  the 
hospital  department  of  the  public  service,  being  employed 
at  Stapleton,  Haslar,  and  Forton.  Since  he  commenced 
practice,  he  has  confined  himself  to  this  particular  class  of 
diseases. 
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If,  then,  medical  science  has  arrived  at 
such  an  acme  of  perfection  on  most  of  its 
leading  and  important  subjects,  the  same 
success  may  be  expected  to  follow  in  others, 
which  have  either  hitherto  been  overlooked, 
or  considered  as  not  claiming  an  equal  share 
of  regard :  of  these  I  may  particularly  men¬ 
tion  what  respects  the  pathology  and  diseases 
of  the  ear.  Impressed  with  the  great  con¬ 
sequence  of  this  subject  to  society,  and  that 
the  number  of  deaf  persons  greatly  exceeded 
what  could  be  supposed  on  a  casual  inquiry. 
I  thought  it  would  be  a  most  important 
step,  and  would  bring  this  point  to  in¬ 
disputable  certainty,  the  establishment  of 
a  Dispensary  solely  appropriated  for  this 
class  of  diseases.  The  effect  of  it  has  been, 
that  although  a  former  institution  of  the 
kind  was  given  up,  from  the  plan  then 
pursued  not  being  complete ;  yet  the  pre¬ 
sent  one,  after  some  difficulties  at  its  com- 
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mencement,  and  after  that  struggle  which 
arises  often  from  jealousy  and  rivalship  had 
subsided,  has  now  received  the  most  ample 
patronage  from  Koyalty,  Nobility,  and  the 
higher  branches  of  the  Profession,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  numerous  proofs  of  its 
utility,  not  only  to  the  metropolis,  but  the 
country  at  large ;  for  since  its  establishment 
in  1816,  upwards  of  three  thousand  patients 
have  been  admitted :  a  proof,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  necessity  for  such  an  institution ; 
and  in  the  next  place,  of  the  advantages 
gained  by  patients  attending  it,  three  fourths 
of  the  whole  number  having  been  cured  or 
relieved. 

*  §  '* 

When  to  this  number  is  added  what 
has  occurred  in  my  private  practice,  and 
there  are  very  few  of  the  higher  ranks  of 
society,  labouring  under  deafness  or  other 
imperfections  of  the  organ,  who  have  not 

■\ 
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done  me  the  honour  of  consulting  me,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  middling  ranks,  it  is 
evident  that  the  actual  number  of  deaf 
persons  must  have  considerably  diminished 
since  the  period  alluded  to.  If  the  prejudice 
so  long  entertained  in  this  country  that  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  ear  are  incurable,  could  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  persons  labouring  under  this 
defect  would  at  an  early  period  of  the  ma¬ 
lady  apply  for  relief  with  the  same  alacrity 
as  for  other  diseases,  there  cannot  be  a 
-  doubt  but  that  the  greater  number  of  cases 
would  be  cured,  by  yielding  to  proper  treat¬ 
ment  ;  but  one  great  source  of  error  is,  that 
patients  are  not  sufficiently  aware  of  the 
danger  which  is  often  connected  with  deaf¬ 
ness. 

Every  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  head 
at  a  certain  period  of  life  is  marked  by  a 
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slight  attack  of  deafness ;  and  if  this  symptom 
is  long  neglected,  and  proper  means  not 
employed,  we  not  unfrequently  find  that 
apoplexy  ensues,  or  some  equally  alarming 
evil ;  the  means,  therefore,  that  remove  the 
deafness,  by  reducing  the  action  of  the  heart 
and  arteries,  and  emptying  the  primae  vim, 
will  be  equally  successful  in  removing  the 
impending  mischief. 

/ 

In  the  same  manner  deafness  occurs  as 
a  symptom  in  nervous  and  irritable  con¬ 
stitutions,  particularly  in  females  of  a  de¬ 
licate  chlorotic  habit,  and  is  often  com¬ 
bined  with  hysteria,  dyspepsia,  and  af¬ 
fections  of  the  stomach ;  in  this  condition 
the  general  diseased  state  of  the  nervous 
system  is  communicated  to  the  portio  mollis 
of  the  auditory  nerve ;  and  the  means  of 
treatment  here  must  be  directed  to  the 
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system  at  large,  and  not  limited  to  the 
idea  of  merely  removing  the  imperfection 
of  the  ear. 

As  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  the  stomach 
is  the  grand  centre,  with  which  every 
organ  sympathises,  so  every  derangement 
of  this  organ  will  necessarily  extend  its 
influence  to  distant  parts,  particularly  those 
of  acute  sensibility ;  hence  the  deafness,  and 
often  dimness  of  sight  which  accompanies 
the  morbid  state  of  system  we  term  hy¬ 
pochondriasis.  How  vain,  therefore,  would 
be  the  attempt  to  remove  these  partial 
symptoms  of  imperfect  hearing,  without  at¬ 
tention  to  the  general  derangement  of  the 
constitution,  and  without  restoring  the  sto¬ 
mach  and  bowels  to  their  natural  and  active 
condition,  and  giving  a  full  play  to  the 
circulating  and  secreting  powers  of  the 
system. 
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These  facts  are  sufficient  to  show  that 
deafness  is  not  that  simple  and  uncom¬ 
plicated  malady,  too  generally  credited  by 
popular  opinion ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  to 
be  received  often  as  the  forerunner  of  se¬ 
rious  mischief,  and  should,  with  all  persons 
somewhat  advanced  in  life,  be  noticed  with 
attention,  and  its  cause  particularly  in¬ 
quired  into. 

These  reasons  to  every  reflecting  mind 
offer  a  sufficient  argument  why  this  organ 
and  its  diseases  should  forma  distinct  branch 
of  the  profession.  Next  to  the  eye,  its 
structure  presents  the  nicest  organisation ; 
its  nerves  are  wound  to  a  more  acute  feeling, 
than  any  other ;  they  are  affected  more 
by  the  least  change,  of  heat  or  cold ;  and 
they  seem  alive  to  the  most  trifling  im¬ 
pressions,  which  do  not  act  on  other  parts 
of  the  body.  The  sensibility  of  these  nerves 
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is  also  particularly  preserved  by  the  presence 
of  fluids,  every  where  surrounding  them ; 
and  it  is  the  loss  or  diminution  of  these 
fluids  in  extreme  old  age,  that  blunts  their 
sensibility,  and  occasions  a  dulness  of  the 
organ. 

*  *  * 

t  s  . 

One  circumstance  which  has  tended  much 
to  retard  our  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the 
ear,  is  the  few  opportunities  that  have  been 
afforded  of  examining  the  morbid  changes, 
that  have  taken  place  in  it.  This  arises 
from  such  diseases  not  being  the  subject  of 
anatomical  investigation,  like  the  affections 

of  the  other  organs ;  for  the  profession  for 

,  -  % 

the  most  part  has  attended  only  to  the 
examination  of  the  more  important  parts, 
essentially  connected  w7ith  the  functions  of 
life  and  health,  while  those  of  inferior  con¬ 
sequence  have  been  passed  over  without 
notice. 
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This  particularly  applies  to  the  ear.  Na¬ 
ture  has  placed  the  chief  part  of  this  organ 
beyond  the  reach  of  examination ;  we  can 
never  therefore  examine  it  completely  in 
the  living  subject;  and  wherever  the  ear 
comes  to  be  dissected  after  death,  we  have 
not  always  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 

previous  history  of  the  person  while  living ; 

%  \ 

but  whatever  lesser  changes  may  have  taken 
place,  we  find  two,  which  particularly  claim 
notice ;  a  diminution  of  the  fluid  in  the  cells, 
preventing  the  impression  of  sound,  or  an 
accumulation  of  cerumen  impacted  in  the 
passage,  thereby  preventing  its  entrance. 
These  changes  account  for  the  gradual  man¬ 
ner  in  which  deafness  often  takes  place. 

The  approach  of  the  imperfection  is  slow 
and  imperceptible,  unattended  with  pain, 
or  any  other  strong  sensation  to  mark  its 
attack  ;  hence  the  patient  for  a  time  is 


not  aware  of  liis  own  infirmity,  and  so 
gradual  is  its  progress,  that  his  friends 
often  notice  it  before  he  does  himself 
From  these  remarks  it  is  evident,  that  the 
principal  morbid  changes  of  the  ear  are 
confined  to  the  labyrinth  or  internal  part, 
and  as  this  is  so  difficult  to  be  reached  by 
local  means,  it  points  out  an  early  attention 
to  check  the  progress  of  this  state  as  soon 
as  the  first  appearance  of  disease  takes  place. 
Indeed,  I  can  affirm  from  the  experience 
that  I  have  had  in  the  various  species  of 
deafness,  produced  from  different  causes, 
that  where  the  patient  has  early  applied, 
and  submitted  to  the  regulated  system  of 
treatment  laid  down  for  him,  I  have  rarely 
failed  in  procuring  him  relief ;  at  the  same 
time,  I  must  also  observe,  much  depends  on 
the  patient  himself,  and  his  attentively 
conforming  to  my  instructions. 
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The  most  frequent  disease  of  the 
ear,  to  which  every  period  of  life  is  sub¬ 
jected,  is  a  collection  of  matter  in  the  mea¬ 
tus,  or  passage,  termed  the  puriform  dis¬ 
charge  ;  and,  according  to  its  progress,  it  is 
divided  into  three  stages.  The  first  con¬ 
sists  of  a  simple  discharge  of  matter,  the 
second  is  complicated  with  fungus  or  polypi, 
and  the  third  is  when  caries  of  the  bones 
takes  place. 

This  disease  was  formerly  considered  by 
surgeons  in  general  as  hopeless,  but  now 
it  is  found  to  yield  to  proper  treatment. 
This  arises  from  a  more  complete  researcl 
into  its  nature,  in  consequence  of  the  fre¬ 
quent  cases  that  occur.  I  have  now  as¬ 
certained  that  it  is  not  a  constitutional 
disease,  but  a  mere  affection  of  the  part; 
and  that  active  local  remedies,  properly 
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applied,  are  the  certain  means  of  cure.  My 
mode  of  treating  this  disease  I  published 
for  the  benefit  of  the  profession,  in  the 
London  Medical  Journal,  and  also  in  the 
London  Medical  Kepository,  which  was 
afterwards  copied  into  the  American  and 

i 

other  foreign  journals ;  and  I  have  the  satis¬ 
faction  to  find  the  plan  I  detailed,  has 
been  followed  up  with  success  by  those, 
who  have  had  occasion  to  employ  it. 

It  may  be  here  proper,  in  order  that  the 
annexed  Cases  may  be  better  understood, 
to  give  a  short  history  of  the  disease.  Its 
progress  is  always  uncertain :  at  one  time 
in  a  few  months  it  passes  through  its  dif¬ 
ferent  stages,  while  at  another  time  it  re¬ 
quires  years  to  reach  the  same  state.  The 
degree  of  deafness  that  attends  it  is  equally 
varied  as  its  progress ;  neither  does  the 
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degree  of  deafness  correspond  always  to 
the  apparent  injury  of  the  organ  :  in  many 
cases  there  is  little  or  no  imperfection  in 
the  sense  of  hearing,  though  the  disease 
has  advanced  to  its  ultimate  stage ;  while 
in  others  the  deafness  is  complete,  although 
the  injury  is  trivial. 

In  the  first  stage  the  morbid  change  is  very 

slight,  and  consists  in  a  mere  thickening  of 
the  parts,  but  still  sufficient  to  obstruct 
somewhat  the  passage  of  sound  from  the 
external  to  the  internal  ear.  In  the  second 
stage  the  difficulty  of  hearing  cannot  fail  to 
be  more  considerable,  in  consequence  of  the 
mechanical  obstruction  occasioned  by  the 
formation  of  a  fungus,  or  polypus,  retard¬ 
ing  the  entrance  of  sound :  and  in  the  third 
stage,  which  is  most  to  be  dreaded,  the 
deafness  will  be  complete,  if  the  disease,  in 
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the  progress  of  ulceration,  has  affected  the 
stapes,  the  most  important  bone  of  the  ear 
to  the  perfection  of  hearing. 

From  this  short  view  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  no  decided  opinion  can  be  given  on 
the  result,  or  to  the  degree  of  perfection,  to 
which  the  hearing  may  be  restored ;  for  the 
parts  being  situated  beyond  our  inspection, 
we  cannot  always  determine  the  exact  stage 
to  which  the  disease  has  arrived.  But  what¬ 
ever  the  stage  may  be,  in  checking  the  dis¬ 
charge  much  caution  is  required ;  for  where 
it  is  continued  long,  it  forms,  as  it  were,  a  me¬ 
dium  for  the  transmission  of  sound,  and  if 
suddenly  suppressed  in  this  last  stage,  the 
hearing  is  still  more  diminished  ;  for  it  is  a 
curious  fact  in  this  stage,  that  even  the 
syringing  of  the  ears  gives  a  temporary  re¬ 
storation  of  hearing. 

c  2 


*  In  this  complaint  a  great  deal  depends  on 
the  patient  himself ;  for  by  an  examination 
of  the  following  Cases,  it  will  be  found  that 

•  /  -  T~  * 

in  its  early  stage  there  is  little  difficulty  in 
effecting  a  cure  ;  and  when  this  is  neglected, 
the  patient  exposes  himself  to  very  serious 
injury:  indeed  an  idea  formerly  prevailed, 
that  the  discharge  was  of  a  salutary  nature, 

**  p  ,  i' 

and  ought  to  be  encouraged.  This  idea  has 
now  fortunately  been  abandoned ;  and  thus 
mischief  prevented  from  patients  waiting 

r  *  r 

the  fruitless  expectations  of  nature  in  ac¬ 
complishing  a  cure  without  medical  as¬ 
sistance. 

Although  this  disease,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  is  not  of  a  constitutional  nature,  yet 
wherever  it  occurs  in  an  infirm  or  weakly 
habit,  the  latter  must  be  invigorated,  and 
general  remedies  employed  along  with  the 
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local  treatment.  This  subject  I  have  con¬ 
sidered  at  large  in  my  work  on  the  Physiology 
and  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  and  pointed  out 

the  means  of  cure ;  it  is  only  necessary  here 

» 

to  recapitulate  the  leading  circumstances  of 
the  disease,  in  order  that  the  subsequent 
Cases  may  be  more  fully  elucidated. 

f  .  .  .  ..  . 

Next  to  the  disease  termed  the  puriform 
discharge  of  the  ear,  comes  to  be  remarked 
that  species  of  deafness  which  arises  from  an 
obstruction  of  the  Eustachian  tube ;  and  it 
is  often  difficult  to  distinguish,  whether  the 
imperfection  arises  from  this  cause,  or  from 
the  internal  ear ;  and  in  order  to  its  success¬ 
ful  relief,  it  is  necessary,  in  such  cases,  that 
a  proper  distinction  should  be  made.  It  is 
ingeniously  observed  by  that  late  celebrated 
physician,  Dr.  James  Sims,  in  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  that  the 
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Eustachian  tube  may  be  considered  as  the 
principal  regulator  of  our  own  voice ;  and 
that  wherever  obstructed,  independent  of 
hearing  others,  the  person  cannot  even  judge 
of  his  own  voice  in  conversation.  The 
most  frequent  cause  of  this  species  of  deaf¬ 
ness  is  the  catching  cold,  which  inflames  and 
swells  the  soft  mucous  glandular  membrane, 
that  lines  that  part  of  the  tube  next  the 
fauces.  The  same  effect  follows  the  se¬ 
cretion  of  the  glands  of  the  throat,  when  it 
becomes  viscid,  and  blocks  up  the  tube,  as 
is  frequent  in  cases  of  fever. 

Many  other  affections  of  these  parts  have 
the  same  influence,  as  polypus,  swelling  of 
the  palate,  of  the  tonsils,  and  occasionally 
ulcerations  from  aphthae. 

» 

It  has  been  observed  that  women  are  more 
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liable  to  this  species  of  deafness  than  men  ; 
and  perhaps  it  may  be  extended  farther, 
that  there  are  more  females  suffer  from 
deafness  in  general,  than  those  of  the  other 
sex;  it  is  also  not  unworthy  of  remark,  that 
the  same  consent  seems  to  exist  between  the 
two  ears  as  between  the  two  eyes;  for 
if  we  stop  the  hearing  of  one  ear,  we  do 
not  hear  with  the  other  in  the  same  perfect 
state  as  before ;  and  in  cases  of  deafness, 
where  one  ear  only  is  affected,  the  other 
generally  suffers  in  a  short  time,  and  be¬ 
comes  less  acute  in  its  transmission  of  sound. 

The  symptoms,  that  peculiarly  mark  this 
species  of  deafness  from  obstruction  of  the 
Eustachian  tube,  are,  that  it  is  preceded  by 
some  of  the  causes  enumerated  as  affecting 
the  throat.  Secondly,  on  expiring,  and  retain- 
ing  the  breath  by  stopping  the  mouth  and 
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nose,  there  is  found  no  sense  of  pressure 
upon  the  tympani,  or  drum  of  both  ears ; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  where  there  is  no  ob¬ 
struction,  so  great  is  the  pressure  on  these 
parts  from  this  effort,  as  to  produce  con¬ 
siderable  pain,  and  even  endanger  a  rupture 
of  the  membrane.  Thirdly,  in  this  species 

I 

of  deafness,  the  sound  of  the  patient’s  voice 
is  somewhat  changed  to  what  it  was  before. 
Fourthly,  a  sense  of  confused  noise  is  heard 
by  the  patient  in  his  own  ear.  Fifthly,  in 
such  cases  the  patient  hears  better  when 
there  is  any  considerable  noise,  as  riding 
in  a  carriage.  And  sixthly,  the  hearing  is 
much  more  impaired  from  this  cause,  in 
proportion,  than  when  it  arises  from  the 
external  ear. 

The  treatment  of  this  species  I  mentioned 
in  my  former  work,  by  inflating  the  tube  by 
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means  of  my  new  instrument ;  but  a  still 
more  simple  method  lias  been  adopted  by 
Dr.  James  Sims,  and  that  with  considerable 
success. 


An  important  subject,  very  much 
overlooked  in  cases  of  young  persons,  is  the 
connexion  found  to  exist  between  the  sense 
of  hearing  and  the  exercise  of  speech.  In 
most  cases  of  deaf  and  dumb,  a  defect  of 
hearing  prevails  ;  and  it  is  this  defect  which 
is  for  the  most  part  the  sole  cause  of  the 
want  of  speech.  Hence  it  would  be  most 
advisable,  wherever  a  case  of  deaf  and  dumb 
is  presented,  the  state  of  the  ear  should  be 
particularly  examined ;  and  there  is  little 
doubt,  if  hearing  can  be  obtained,  which  I 
have  found  it  can  in  some  instances,  that 
speech  will  naturally  follow. 
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This  examination  I  strongly  recommended 
some  years  ago  to  the  governors  of  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum*  :  and  when  it  appears 

*  To  the  Chairman  and  Committee  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb. 

GENTLEMEN, 

In  presuming  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which  so 
materially  interests  the  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
your  patronage  of  which  does  you  so  much  credit, 

I  beg  leave  to  premise,  that  my  object  is  not  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  the  least  with  the  present  medical  establishment ; 
as  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the  professional  talents, 
and  deserved  reputation  of  the  medical  officers  you  have 
been  pleased  to  nominate;  but  these  Gentlemen,  I  have 
no  doubt,  are  too  liberal  in  their  sentiments,  not  to  admit 
that  the  defect  of  being  deaf  and  dumb,  calls  for  an  ex¬ 
clusive  attention  to  these  particular  organs,  greater  than 
can  be  paid  by  any  practitioner  in  general  practice, 
however  distinguished  his  abilities,  or  extensive  his 
science,  from  wanting  that  particular  experience  which 
one  exclusively  confining  himself  to  this  department  of 
surgery  must  possess. 

In  consequence  of  this,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
suggest  to  your  consideration,  the  advantage  that  would 
result  to  the  institution,  were  an  aurist  appointed  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  minutely  examine  the  particular  defect  in  each 
child  admitted  into  your  establishment ;  by  this  means  an 
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that  no  less  than  sixty-seven  children  were 
unable  to  obtain  admission  into  that  esta¬ 
blishment,  according  to  the  last  report,  it 
is  clear  the  importance  of  the  measure  I 
proposed  cannot  be  too  much  appreciated. 
Out  of  such  a  number,  no  one,  but  will 
allow,  that  by  a  careful  examination,  some 
of  these  unfortunate  individuals  might  be 
found  to  possess  some  small  sense  of  hear¬ 
ing,  and  consequently  some  chance  of  ac¬ 
quiring  speech;  for  this  last  defect,  as  I 


opportunity  would  be  given  of  trying  such  methods  as 
appear  best  calculated  to  give  relief ;  and  by  this  plan,  I 
conceive  many  of  the  objects  of  your  laudable  charity 
might  probably  be  found  curable,  restored  to  society, 
and  rendered  useful ;  by  which  the  bounds  of  your  hu¬ 
mane  establishment  would  be  extended,  and  greater 
scope  given  to  your  highly  benevolent  views. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Harrison  Curtis. 


Soho-square,  Jan.  11,  1817. 
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have  already  observed,  is  invariably  con¬ 
nected  with  deafness. 

A  viscid  mucus  often  fills  up  the  ears  of 
children  at  birth,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
meconium  fills  up  the  intestines,  and  for 
a  time  suspends  their  action  ;  thus  the  ceru¬ 
men  requires  to  be  removed  in  many  cases 
before  the  child  is  capable  of  hearing,  pro¬ 
ducing  a  congenital  species  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  ;  and  this  is  not  surprising,  when  it 
is  considered,  that  the  parts  of  the  concha 
and  passage  are  so  narrow ;  and  nature  has 
intended  they  should  be  defended,  while 
the  child  is  in  the  womb,  against  the  waters 
of  the  amnios  which  surround  it.  This 
congenital  species,  however,  is  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  defective  organization  of 
the  ear  which  has  been  met  with,  although 
very  rare ;  for  nature  we  find  seldom  errs  in 
the  perfection  of  her  works,  and  it  is  only  in 
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a  few  insulated  cases  that  this  structural 
deficiency  occurs.  That  it  is  not  more 
frequent,  is  surprising,  when  we  consider 
the  very  intricate  structure  of  the  ear  in 
the  human  subject ;  and  that  there  is  no 
part  of  it,  even  the  smallest  bone,  but  has 
its  particular  and  important  use  :  nay,  when 
we  farther  attend  to  the  delicacy  of  its 
structure,  and  to  the  numerous  windings 
and  sinuosities  it  every  where  displays,  our 
wonder  and  admiration  are  excited  at  the 
extreme  nicety  of  its  mechanism,  and  that 
so  intricate  a  structure  should  not  oftener 
deviate  from  the  healthy  state :  nor  is  our 
astonishment  less  when  we  consider  how 
much  this  organization  is  varied  in  the 
different  tribes  of  animals ;  and  the  more  it 
is  examined,  the  more  we  are  struck  that  in 
each  it  is  admirably  fitted  for  the  different 
situation  and  character  of  the  individual. 


so 


All  this  must  afford  complete  evidence  to 
those  who  reflect  at  all,  that  such  a  complex 
structure  can  only  be  the  work  of  a  Supreme 
Being,  modifying  the  organization  of  every 
creature,  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  for 
its  place. 

Every  part  of  anatomy  establishes  this 
great  truth ;  and  no  part  more  than  the 
examination  of  the  different  organs  of  sense. 
A  fine  nervous  expansion  is  the  universal 
medium  on  which  impressions  are  made, 
conveyed,  and  imparted ;  but  why  this  ner¬ 
vous  expansion  should  in  one  case  be  af¬ 
fected  in  a  peculiar  manner  by  light,  and  a 
similar  expansion  should  be  equally  and  pe¬ 
culiarly  affected  by  sound,  remains  beyond 
our  research  ;  yet  looking  apparently  at  the 
structure,  they  would  seem  the  same,  differ¬ 
ing  only  in  a  peculiar  modification,  which 
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fits  them  for  the  particular  impression  they 
are  to  convey  to  the  mind. 

*  i  •  > 

But  although  I  have  observed  there  is 
rarely  a  defect  of  organization  in  the  senses 
of  hearing  or  speech,  yet  we  often  find  the 
exercise  of  the  former  impeded  by  casual  cir¬ 
cumstances.  In  this  species  of  early  deafness, 
it  is  difficult  to  know  whether  the  child  has 
been  born  deaf,  or  become  so  at  an  early  age  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  whether  the  deafness  is 
the  effect  of  malconformation  or  casual  dis¬ 
ease  :  and  this  difficulty  has  led  to  more  un¬ 
certainty  and  confusion  in  the  disorders  of 
the  ear,  than  in  any  other  organ. 

In  all  cases  the  previous  history  of  the 
child  should  be  inquired  into,  and  examina¬ 
tion  then  made  to  ascertain  the  real  cause, 
so  far  as  it  can  be  detected ;  and  if  the  child 
shows  no  weakness  of  intellect,  I  should  re- 
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commend  the  ears  to  be  well  syringed,  after 
the  cerumen  has  been  previously  dissolved ; 
and  if  by  means  of  an  ear- trumpet,  the  child 
should  appear  to  have  a  sense  of  hearing,  I 
should  recommend  the  treatment  I  have 
employed  in  the  annexed  Cases  ;  for,  in  my 
opinion,  no  child  should  be  given  up  as  lost 
until  every  means  have  been  resorted  to. 
The  plan  I  employ  is  simple,  and  therefore 
attended  with  no  unpleasant  effects. 

There  is  no  doubt,  when  nothing  is  done 
in  the  way  of  relief,  the  deafness  becomes 
confirmed  ;  and  in  proof  of  this,  it  has  been 
the  observation  of  mothers,  that  at  the  time 
of  teething  they  heard  a  little,  and  took 
notice  of  every  thing ;  but  that  afterwards 
they  appeared  completely  deaf.  This  shows 
the  necessity  of  early  treatment,  which  it 
is  hoped  will  not  be  neglected  before  any 
case  of  deaf  and  dumb  is  given  up  as  lost. 
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It  is  clear  the  actual  state  of  the  organ  is 

beyond  our  inspection  ;  but  so  peculiar  are 

✓ 

the  affections  of  the  ear,  that  in  cases  of  poor 
persons  at  the  Dispensary,  when  I  had  en¬ 
tirely  despaired,  I  have  often  by  perseverance 
succeeded:  one  instance  of  which  it  may 
be  proper  here  to  notice.  An  old  woman, 
who  had  been  fifty  years  deaf,  applied  to 
me  at  the  dispensary ;  from  her  great  age, 
and  other  circumstances,  I  considered  the 
case  a  hopeless  one :  this  opinion  X  ex¬ 
pressed  to  the  patient,  who  was  much  dis¬ 
satisfied  ;  and  urged  by  her  importunities, 
I  immediately  commenced  a  very  active 
treatment,  which,  in  a  short  time,  I  was  asto¬ 
nished  to  find  enabled  her  to  hear  with  ease. 

From  this,  and  a  great  variety  of  cases 
equally  unpromising,  I  am  induced  to  urge 
that  a  trial  should  always  be  made ;  and  so 
convinced  am  I  from  experience  of  the  ad- 
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vantage  of  this,  that  at  the  Royal  Dispensary 
for  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  we  attempt  relief 
in  all  cases.  The  patient,  by  mild  treat¬ 
ment,  cannot  be  injured  ;  and  if  other  dis¬ 
eases,  equally  out  of  our  reach,  are  every 
day  relieved,  reasoning  from  analogy,  why 
should  diseases  of  this  kind  be  given  up  in 
despair  ? 

With  regard  to  this,  I  find  the  teacher 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  that  Institution, 
observes  in  his  work,  that  total  dumbness 
seldom  proceeds  from  any  other  cause  than 
the  want  of  hearing.  If  this  is  the  case,  as 
admitted  by  this  learned  author,  can  any 
thing  enforce  with  more  propriety  the 
examination  I  have  insisted  on?  Such  an 
examination,  it  is  clear,  requires  to  be 
made  by  one  well  conversant  with  deaf¬ 
ness  and  its  causes ;  and  it  is  surprising 
that  an  institution  of  so  much  importance, 
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whose  funds  are  adequate  to  every  purpose, 
should  not  have  a  surgeon  appointed,  as 
is  the  case  in  every  institution  in  the  me¬ 
tropolis,  which  will  appear  by  examining  the 
list  of  their  officers  ;  there  is  indeed  a  con¬ 
sulting  surgeon  #,  who  is  called  in,  in  cases 
of  emergency., 

When  the  number  of  applicants  every 
day  soliciting  is  considered,  it  is  singular 
to  remark,  that  some  steps  are  not  taken 
to  select  the  candidates  for  admission ; 
which  could  only  be  done  by  the  examina¬ 
tion  I  have  proposed,  and  the  chance  of 
ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  defect.  In¬ 
stead  of  which,  without  regard  to  the  actual 
circumstances,  the  candidate  is  admitted 
solely  by  the  number  of  votes,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence  his  friends  can  use  to  procure  them. 

*  A  consulting  surgeon  to  an  institution,  is  generally 
considered  as  a  nominal  appointment. 
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1  do  not  mean  by  this  to  derogate  from 
the  utility  of  such  an  institution  ;  it  is  only 
my  wish,  by  these  remarks,  to  render  it 
more  extensively  beneficial  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  And  the  advantage  of  this  exa¬ 
mination  I  contend  for,  will  be  confirmed 
by  two  circumstances  noticed  by  the  teacher 
himself  in  his  last  historical  sketch  of  the 
society.  He  there  makes  it  appear,  that  so 
frequent  is  this  defect  of  deaf  and  dumb, 
that  in  twenty  families,  containing  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  children,  there  are  no 
less  than  seventy-eight  of  them  (more  than 

one  half  the  number)  in  this  forlorn  state. 

* 

If  this  is  a  correct  statement,  how  in¬ 
adequate  must  the  Asylum  be  to  remedy 
this  defect  in  such  numbers,  when  we  are 
next  told  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  his 
system  of  education  requires  five  years  to 
complete  it  with  each  individual! 
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Of  what  consequence  then  would  it  be,  if 
by  a  careful  and  early  examination,  and  by 
the  use  of  means  adapted  to  the  apparent 
defect,  a  part  of  the  unfortunate  objects  of 
the  Institution  might  be  prevented  from 
becoming  burdensome  to  the  charity  ?  And 
on  this  subject  I  cannot  fail  to  be  san¬ 
guine,  from  what  I  have  occasion  every  day 
to  observe  in  the  cases  of  young  children 
labouring  under  such  defects.  By  this  plan 
the  cause  of  humanity  would  be  highly 
benefited,  and  the  charity  form  only  an 
asylum  for  forlorn  cases  ;  which  is  the  more 
necessary,  as  the  last  report,  July  9,  1851, 
proves,  that  out  of  eighty-seven  candidates, 
only  twenty  were  admitted.  What  is  to 
become  of  the  sixty-seven  who  had  not  in¬ 
terest  sufficient  to  gain  admission  ?  Ought 
not  something  to  have  been  attempted  to 
see  how  far  some  of  their  cases  admitted  of 
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relief,  and  before  these  defects  were  con¬ 
firmed  by  time  and  habit,  which  may  ren¬ 
der  any  future  attempts  more  difficult? 

Besides,  in  respect  to  the  twenty  can¬ 
didates  admitted,  would  it  not  have  been 
more  consistent  with  the  principles  of  hu¬ 
manity,  that  these  twenty  should  have  been 
selected,  not  by  a  plurality  of  votes  in  their 
favour,  but  by  the  degree  to  which  the  de¬ 
fect  seemed  to  extend,  rendering  them  out¬ 
casts  of  society  ? 

The  Institution,  it  appears,  has  been  esta¬ 
blished  for  a  period  of  twenty-nine  years; 
during  the  first  fourteen  years  the  very 
small  number  of  one  hundred  were  educated 
here ;  in  the  second  fourteen  years  upwards 
of  five  hundred  have  received  the  same  ad¬ 
vantages  :  so  that  the  whole  labours  of  the 
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charity  for  this  period,  have  been  confined 
to  six  hundred  individuals. 

In  perusing  this  statement,  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  without  wishing  to  give  any  offence 
to  the  officers  of  this  excellent  establish¬ 
ment,  that  were  my  suggestions  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  the  number  of  pupils  would  gradually 
lessen,  and  a  considerable  saving  to  the 
funds  of  the  charity  ensue :  indeed  there 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  removing  the 
defects  in  a  comparatively  small  number  of 
individuals,  is  of  more  importance  to  society 
than  instructing  double  the  amount. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  the  instructor  of 
the  children  of  the  Asylum,  in  many  of  the 
observations  he  has  made  in  his  work ;  but 
at  the  same  time  I  must  object  to  the  opinion 
he  inculcates,  of  the  impossibility  of  detect¬ 
ing  the  causes  of  congenital  deafness,  or  of 
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the  attempts  that  may  be  made  to  rectify 
them.  Instead  of  this,  and  sitting  down 
according  to  his  wish,  in  hopeless  apathy, 
and  leaving  the  whole  to  nature  or  Pro- 
vidence,  we  should,  on  the  contrary,  use 
every  means  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
original  defect,  and  not  think  any  thing 
beyond  our  reach  or  research.  If  disap¬ 
pointed  in  doing  this,  we  can  only  then 
leave  it  to  nature :  but  still  the  attempt 
should  be  made  in  the  first  instance,  and 
not  considered  hopeless  until  proved  so. 
At  present  the  only  object  is  to  substitute 
the  perceptions  through  other  senses,  and 
thus  to  supply  the  loss  in  a  very  imperfect 
manner.  But  my  plan,  on  the  contrary,  in¬ 
stead  of  trusting  to  the  tedious  effect  of 

education,  is  directed  at  once  to  the  actual 

>  *  ■  -  N  -•*  <’ 

development  of  the  natural  and  physical 

powers  of  the  organs  themselves. 
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Some  useful  information  on  these  points 
may  be  obtained  by  the  perusal  of  M.  Beau¬ 
vais  de  Preau’s  work  on  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  who  was  formerly  physician  at  Or¬ 
leans  ;  likewise  the  works  of  the  Abbe  de 
PEpee  and  the  Abbe  Secard,  the  celebrated 
teacher  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  at  Paris. 
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•CASES. 


CASE  I. 

Mrs.  W.  applied  to  me,  under  a  violent  in¬ 
flammation  of  both  ears,  attended  with  much 
pain  and  fever. 

After  taking  a  few  ounces  of  blood  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  parts,  and  applying  warm  fo¬ 
mentations,  the  symptoms  gradually  subsided. 
It  may  be  remarked,  that  her  hearing  was  not 
much  affected,  although  she  could  not  hear 
sounds  distinctly.  By  the  use  of  laxative  me¬ 
dicines,  at  the  same  time  adopting  an  anti¬ 
phlogistic  plan,  she  is  now  perfectly  recovered. 


CASE  II. 


George  Robinson,  a  man  of  colour,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  at  the  Royal  Dispensary  on  the  10th  of 
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May.  He  complained  of  otitis,  or  inflammation 
of  the  ear.  When  he  first  applied,  his  head  was 
of  a  most  enormous  size  ;  and  from  his  grotesque 
appearance  he  almost  frightened  the  rest  of  the 
patients  in  the  waiting-room.  It  appeared  he 
had  been  drinking  a  few  nights  before,  and 
having  fallen  asleep  in  the  open  air,  he  had  caught 
cold:  the  inflammation  had  extended  consider¬ 
ably,  but  with  proper  remedies  he  recovered  in 
the  course  of  a  fortnight. 


CASE  III. 

Miss  B.  applied  to  me  with  an  herpetic  erup¬ 
tion  of  both  ears,  to  which  she  had  been  sub¬ 
ject  at  different  times  for  the  last  five  years.  By 
taking  the  compound  calomel  pill  regularly 
every  night,  for  about  a  month,  and  anointing 
the  external  part  of  the  ear  with  an  ointment 
made  of  equal  parts  of  the  nitrated  mercurial 
ointment  and  hog’s  lard,  she  is  now  perfectly 
well.  It  was,  however,  necessary  to  order  her 
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an  astringent  injection,  which  was  continued  for 
the  space  of  ten  days. 


CASE  IV. 

Miss  L.  complained  of  an  ulcer  which  covered 
the  whole  of  her  left  ear.  It  was  not  attended 
with  a  puriform  discharge  from  the  tympanum, 
but  merely  the  external  part  was  diseased.  As 
the  ulcer  had  been  of  long  standing,  I  was 
fearful  that  she  would  lose  her  ear,  as  she  ap¬ 
peared  of  a  scrofulous  habit.  After  continuing 
the  use  of  an  alterative  medicine  for  near  a 
month,  and  applying  the  ointment  of  zinc  to 
the  parts  affected  night  and  morning,  they 
began  to  put  on  a  better  appearance.  But  in 
order  to  hasten  the  cure,  I  found  it  necessary 
to  substitute  the  nitrated  mercurial  ointment, 
mixed  with  hog’s  lard ;  which,  in  the  course  of 
a  month  from  her  first  application,  completely 
restored  her. 

The  ulcer,  however,  left  a  slight  scar ;  but 
was  not  very  observable. 
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CASE  V. 

'  J  *+ 

Mr.  C.  applied  to  me  with  a  puriform  dis¬ 
charge  from  the  tympanum,  which  had  con¬ 
tinued  for  some  time.  As  it  was  in  its  first 
stage,  it  yielded  to  a  single  astringent  injection 
of  the  sulphate  of  zinc. 


CASE  VI. 

Col.  W.  applied  to  me  in  consequence  of  a 
puriform  discharge  of  the  tympanum.  On  in¬ 
specting  the  tympanum,  I  found  it  injured ;  as 
air  could  be  blown  out  of  the  meatus.  By  ob¬ 
serving  a  strict  antiphlogistic  regimen,  using  an 
injection  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  taking  an 
alterative  for  six  weeks,  the  discharge  was  sup¬ 
pressed,  and  the  hearing  restored. 


CASE  VII. 

Mr.  L.  had  been  subject  to  a  puriform  dis¬ 
charge  from  both  ears,  which  had  troubled  him, 
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more  or  less,  for  several  years.  The  discharge, 
when  he  first  applied  to  me,  was  very  consider¬ 
able,  and  was  extremely  offensive ;  it  was  occa¬ 
sionally  mixed  with  blood  5  and  such  was  its 
acrimony,  that  the  ear  and  neck  were  excoriated 
by  it. 

Observing  my  usual  plan  of  not  stopping  the 
discharge  hastily  by  the  use  of  astringent  in¬ 
jections,  for  fear  of  producing  an  inflammation 
of  the  brain,  a  caution  necessary  to  be  attended 
to  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  this  nature, 
and  on  which  too  much  stress  cannot  be  laid, 
I  prescribed,  for  some  few  weeks,  small  doses 
of  the  submuriate  of  mercury,  and  twice  a  week 
some  purgative  medicine.  After  following  this 
plan  for  about  ten  days,  and  having  blisters  ap¬ 
plied  behind  the  ears,  I  ordered  him  an  injection 

of  the  nitrated  silver,  which  he  used  night  and 

# 

morning  for  a  month  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  the  discharge  was  suppressed,  and  the 
hearing  restored. 

E 
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CASE  VIII. 

Robert  Cartwright  had  been  deaf  nine  years 
when  admitted  a  patient  at  the  Royal  Dispensary : 
his  deafness  at  the  same  time  was  attended  with 
a  puriform  discharge  from  the  tympanum.  By 
adopting  the  plan  already  recommended,  he  is 
now  quite  well. 


CASE  IX. 

Lady  Y.  applied  to  me  with  .a  swelling  of 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  from  using  a  strong 
astringent  injection,  which  she  was  recommended 
to  try,  by  the  advice  of  a  friend,  for  curing  a 
discharge  from  the  ears.  This  nearly  proved 
fatal.  Several  instances  are  recorded  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  medical  journals  lately,  where  stopping 
these  discharges  suddenly  has  been  attended  with 
most  injurious  consequences.  By  reproducing 
the  discharge,  and  by  exhibiting  neutral  laxa¬ 
tives,  her  ladyship  is  now  quite  well,  and  the 
discharge  suppressed  without  anyinconvenience. 


CASE  X. 


Mr.  D.,  aged  thirty-two,  had  been  deaf  of 
the  left  ear  from  his  childhood.  On  inspection, 
I  found  it  perfectly  sound.  The  fault  evidently 
lay  in  a  deficiency  of  the  natural  secretion :  by 
restoring  this,  by  means  of  proper  applications, 
and  by  observing  for  some  little  time  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  regimen,  so  perfectly  has  his  hear¬ 
ing  been  restored,  that  he  can  hear  the  tick  of 
a  watch  at  the  distance  of  four  yards ;  which 
before  he  could  not  do  unless  held  in  direct 
contact  with  the  ear. 


CASE  XI. 

Mrs.  N.  applied  to  me  in  consequence  of  a 
large  polypus  which  came  out  of  the  meatus. 
It  appeared  after  a  puriform  discharge  from  the 
tympanum.  For  some  time  air  had  passed  out 
of  the  meatus,  on  blowing  the  nose  :  this  sym¬ 
ptom  had  ceased  about  the  time  the  excrescence 
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was  first  observed.  I  succeeded  in  extracting 

* 

the  polypus,  which  came  out  entire.  After 
dressing  the  parts  for  a  short  time  with  the  red 
nitrated  mercurial  ointment,  the  surface  to  which 
the  polypus  adhered  healed.  I  conceived  it 
necessary  to  &dopt  the  alterative  and  purgative 
plan,  which  was  carried  on  for  about  a  month  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  she  was  quite 
well. 


CASE  XII. 

Miss  W.  was  sent  to  me  with  a  polypus  in 
her  left  ear,  attended  with  a  puriform  discharge 
from  the  tympanum ;  which  had  impeded  her 
hearing  so  much,  that  her  friends  took  her  from 
school.  On  inquiry,  I  learned  that  she  had 
had  the  discharge  for  some  time.  I  extracted 
the  polypus  with  a  pair  of  small  forceps  ;  but 
was  not  able  to  bring  it  away  entire.  I  after¬ 
wards  pinched  the  roots,  and  applied  the 
argentum  nitratum,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
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Saunders.  But  1  found  it  necessary  afterwards 
to  order  an  astringent  injection,  which,  being 
used  for  some  little  time,  succeeded  in  suppress¬ 
ing  the  discharge.  As  she  was  a  girl  of  a  de¬ 
licate  constitution,  I  administered  the  bark, 
joined  with  a  chalybeate.  Her  hearing  is  not 
only  restored,  but  her  general  health  also  con¬ 
siderably  improved. 


CASE  XIII. 

Capt.  D.  applied  to  me  with  a  considerable 
polypus  of  the  left  ear,  which  had  troubled  him 
for  several  years  :  it  was  attended  with  a  profuse 
discharge.  As  he  had  a  great  dislike  to  any 
operation,  I  had  recourse  to  the  ligature,  as 
recommended  in  my  former  work ;  and  by 
passing  the  ligature  with  a  probe  to  the  bottom 
of  the  fungus,  I  succeeded  in  tying  it,  thereby 
stopping  the  circulation  of  the  vessels.  In  a 
short  time  the  polypus  came  entirely  away, 
but  as  there  was  still  a  discharge,  I  had  recourse 
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to  an  injection  of  the  sulphate  of  copper,  which 
suppressed  the  discharge,  and  his  hearing  is 
most  completely  restored. 


CASE  XIV. 

Mary  Robson  was  admitted  at  the  Royal  Dis¬ 
pensary,  with  a  polypus  in  the  right  ear,  of  a 
large  size,  which  completely  deprived  her  of 
hearing  on  that  side.  By  removing  it  by  liga¬ 
ture,  she  was  cured. 


CASE  XV. 

Annette  Brun,  a  poor  Frenchwoman,  was 
sent  to  the  Dispensary.  On  admission  she  was 
exceedingly  deaf.  As  she  had  enlarged  tonsils, 
by  removing  a  part  thereof,  by  means  of  a  pair 
of  forceps  I  have  constructed  for  that  purpose, 
she  is  now  quite  well. 
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CASE  XVI. 


Peter  Oliver  was  recommended  as  a  patient 
to  the  Royal  Dispensary.  He  had  been  deaf 
nearly  four  years  when  he  was  admitted.  As  I 
found  it  was  a  nervous  affection,  I  applied  blisters 
behind  both  ears,  put  him  on  an  antiphlogistic 
plan,  gave  him  small  doses  of  submuriate  of 
mercury,  and  occasionally  a  brisk  dose  of  the 
vitriolated  magnesia.  In  the  space  of  five  weeks 
he  was  perfectly  well. 


CASE  XVII. 

David  Voir,  a  lad  nine  years  of  age,  was 
admitted  a  patient  of  the  Royal  Dispensary  on 
the  21st  of  March,  1817*  He  was  a  very  de¬ 
licate  boy,  and  laboured  under  great  difficulty 
of  hearing.  I  treated  this  case  in  a  similar 
manner  to  the  former.  The  blisters  behind  his 
ears  were  kept  open  for  a  fortnight,  and  it  was 
ten  days  before  he  found  any  considerable  relief. 
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He  continued  the  use  of  the  alterative  and 
cathartic  medicines  for  some  time ;  which,  al¬ 
though  they  relieved  his  hearing,  reduced  him 
more  than  I  wished.  I  put  him  on  a  strengthen¬ 
ing  diet,  and  administered  the  bark  in  small 
doses.  He  has  now  perfectly  recovered  his 
strength,  together  with  his  hearing,  and  is  al¬ 
together  much  better  in  his  health  than  formerly. 


CASE  XVIII. 

/ 

% 

George  Dawson,  aged  twenty-two  years,  was 
admitted  a  patient  for  an  obstinate  nervous  deaf¬ 
ness,  at  the  Royal  Dispensary,  on  the  28th  of 
March.  On  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  been  deaf 
for  several  years ;  and  upon  inspection,  I  found 
his  ears  quite  dry,  wanting  the  natural  secretion  : 
he  complained  of  the  noises  in  his  head,  fre¬ 
quently  attending  nervous  deafness,  which  at 
times  prevented  him  from  following  his  employ¬ 
ment.  As  he  was  a  robust  man,  and  of  a  ple¬ 
thoric  habit,  and  was  very  desirous  of  obtaining 
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his  hearing,  I  took  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from 
his  arm,  put  a  seton  in  the  nape  of  his  neck,  and 
applied  a  blister  behind  each  ear,  which  was 
kept  open  for  a  fortnight :  he  took  five  grains 
of  the  submuriate  of  mercury  every  night,  and 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia 
twice  a  week  ;  at  the  same  time  adopting  a  strict 
antiphlogistic  regimen.  He  persevered  in  the 
use  of  his  medicines  for  a  short  time.  As  he 
was  reduced,  I  ordered  him  the  bark.  He  was 
discharged  on  the  6th  of  May.  I  have  seen  him 
since  the  seton  has  healed,  which  it  had  not 
when  he  was  discharged.  He  continues  quite 
well,  having  his  perfect  hearing,  and  is  not 
troubled  with  any  noise  whatever  in  his  head. 


CASE  XIX. 

Mr.  T.  applied  to  me ;  his  case  was  similar 
to  the  preceding  one.  I  pursued  the  same 
plan,  only  in  a  milder  degree.  The  blisters 
were  applied  ;  and  not  having  the  desired  effect. 
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I  had  recourse  to  the  seton,  which  was  kept 
open  a  month.  The  parts  are  now  healed,  and 
his  hearing  is  perfectly  restored. 


CASE  XX. 

Mr.  N.,  a  gentleman  resident  in  Ireland, 
wrote  to  me  respecting  his  case ;  which,  from 
what  I  could  learn,  appeared  to  be  a  nervous 
affection  ;  for,  besides  being  very  deaf,  his  head 
was  much  affected  with  strange  noises,  which  at 
times  made  him  melancholy. 

I  prescribed  nearly  the  same  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment  as  in  the  preceding  case ;  at  the  same  time 
ordering  him  to  lose  six  ounces  of  blood  from 
the  nape  of  the  neck,  in  case  the  medicine  and 
antiphlogistic  plan  did  not  relieve  him.  I  heard 
from  him  a  short  time  since,  to  the  purport  that 
his  hearing  is  much  improved,  and  the  noise  in 
his  head  considerably  abated. 

His  brother  has  since  called  on  me,  to  acquaint 
me  he  is  now  quite  well. 


/ 
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CASE  XXI. 

Amelia  Stubbs,  aged  eighteen  years,  had 
been  troubled  with  an  obstinate  nervous  deaf¬ 
ness  for  twelve  years,  without  having  obtained 
any  relief.  She  applied  at  the  Royal  Dispensary 
on  the  22d  of  September,  and  in  about  six 
weeks  was  discharged  perfectly  cured,  by  the 
method  I  have  so  repeatedly  laid  down,  and  so 
successfully  adopted. 


CASE  XXII. 

William  Hill  was  admitted  a  patient  at  the 
Royal  Dispensary  on  the  12th  of  June.  His 
case  is  rather  singular,  having  been  born  in  the 
open  air,  as  his  mother  was  passing  a  common 
in  coming  from  an  entertainment.  He  informed 
me  he  had  been  deaf  from  his  birth.  By  the 
usual  means  employed,  he  has  perfectly  ob¬ 
tained  his  hearing. 


CASE  XXIII. 


Thomas  Smith,  a  private  in  the  first  regiment 
of  horse  guards,  was  admitted  at  the  Royal  Dis¬ 
pensary  on  the  3rd  of  May.  Independent  of 
being  very  deaf,  he  had  been  affected,  for  three 
months  preceding  his  deafness,  with  considerable 
derangement  of  the  digestive  functions ;  his 
appetite  was  bad,  and  acid  eructations  accom¬ 
panied  digestion  ;  he  was  liable  to  severe  nervous 
headaches,  and  he  complained  of  a  sense  of 
weight  and  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 
and  on  the  top  of  the  right  shoulder.  Judging 
from  these  symptoms  that  his  deafness  might 
proceed  from  the  torpid  and  diseased  action  of 
so  important  a  viscus  as  the  liver,  I  put  him 
under  a  gentle  mercurial  course ;  and  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  my 
views  of  his  case  verified,  by  the  restoration 
both  of  his  health  and  hearing. 
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CASE  XXIV. 

Mrs.  A.  applied  to  me  with  a  violent  noise 
in  her  head,  and  consequent  obtuseness  of  hear¬ 
ing.  Her  spirits  were  much  depressed,  her 
bowels  were  costive,  and  she  complained  much 
of  the  globus  hystericus.  These  are  symptoms 
which  we  do  not  find  at  all  uncommon  in  females 
after  a  certain  period  of  life. 

By  attending  to  her  general  health,  and 

strengthening  the  tone  of  the  whole  nervous 

♦ 

system,  the  noise  in  her  head  ceased,  and  she 
shortly  afterwards  recovered  her  perfect  sense  of 
hearing. 


CASE  XXV. 

Louisa  Green,  a  married  woman,  who  was 
the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  was  admitted  a 
patient  at  the  Royal  Dispensary  on  the  10th  of 
August.  She  was  of  a  delicate  and  feeble  con- 
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stitution,  of  a  spare  habit,  and  extremely  nervous. 
About  seventeen  weeks  previous  she  had  caught 
cold  in  her  head,  accompanied  with  deafness ; 
which  last  had  progressively  increased.  By 
tonic  remedies,  and  stimulating  applications  to 
the  ear,  she  got  perfectly  well  in  five  weeks. 


CASE  XXVI. 

Mr.  V.,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  complained 
of  a  dulness  of  hearing,  with  great  noise  and  pain 
in  his  head,  which  at  times  was  so  violent  as 
almost  to  distract  him.  His  whole  appearance 
indicated  a  melancholic  temperament ;  and 
having  reason  to  suspect  a  deranged  action  in 
the  liver,  I  ordered  him  an  alterative  course  for 
three  weeks,  and  afterwards  sent  him  for  a  fort¬ 
night  to  the  Leamington  Spa,  from  whence  he 
returned  perfectly  recovered. 


63 


CASE  XXVII. 

Mr.  M.,  a  clerk  in  a  public  office,  from  want 
of  sufficient  exercise,  and  consequent  constipa¬ 
tion,  had  impaired  his  health,  and  become  deaf, 
with  a  perpetual  noise  in  his  head ;  which  he 
compared,  to  the  singing  of  a  tea-kettle.  By 
the  administration  of  bark,  bitters,  aloetics,  and 
by  gently  stimulating  the  ear,  he  was  cured. 


CASE  XXVIII. 

v 

Mrs.  G.,  a  widow  lady,  was  troubled  with  a 
violent  noise  in  her  head,  attended  with  total 
deafness,  from  great  nervous  irritability  and 
domestic  circumstances.  When  I  was  called  in 
she  was  completely  insane.  With  the  concur¬ 
rence  of  her  physician,  I  bled  her  profusely,  and 
gave  her  brisk  purgatives,  and  applied  a  blister 
to  the  head,  also  a  seton  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 
The  noises  which  she  complained  of  in  her  head, 
which,  according  to  her  account,  were  extra- 
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ordinary,  have  entirely  left  her ;  and  she  has  re¬ 
gained  her  faculties  and  hearing,  so  as  to  enjoy 
common  conversation. 


CASE  XXIX. 

Miss  K.,  a  young  lady  from  Ireland,  of  supe¬ 
rior  accomplishments,  was  subject  to  considera¬ 
ble  hysterical  affections,  attended  with  their 
usual  symptoms,  such  as  dejection  of  spirits, 
anxiety  of  mind,  effusion  of  tears,  difficulty  of 
breathing,  sickness  at  the  stomach,  palpitations 
at  the  heart,  &c. 

As  she  had  been  very  deaf  for  some  years,  and 
had  consulted  many  of  the  most  eminent  prac¬ 
titioners  in  town  and  elsewhere,  I  did  not  give 
her  much  hopes  of  cure  ;  but  as  her  relative 
who  accompanied  her,  was  very  desirous  that 
I  should  attempt  something  by  way  of  relief, 
I  began  by  gently  evacuating  the  bowels, 
and  applied  strong  stimulants  behind  the  ears, 
and  joined  with  the  use  of  tonic  medicines  and 
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generous  diet,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  state  the 
young  lady  is  now  perfectly  recovered  in  her 
health  and  hearing. 


CASE  XXX. 

Mrs.  D.,  a  married  lady,  consulted  me ;  whose 
case  was  similar  to  the  preceding  one,  only  that 
she  complained  of  violent  noises  in  the  head  and 
ears.  What  made  this  case  the  more  distress¬ 
ing  was,  that  being  possessed  of  all  the  luxuries 
of  life,  her  spirits  were  so  depressed  she  was 
rarely  free  from  shedding  tears,  even  at  church, 
the  theatre,  or  elsewhere :  she  had  two  fine 
children,  an  indulgent  husband,  and,  as  she  often 
expressed  herself,  was  perfectly  happy;  I  must 
remark  here,  her  deafness  was  not  considerable  ; 
but  by  the  usual  means  I  employ  in  this  species 
of  nervous  deafness,  I  was  successful  in  obtain¬ 
ing  her  hearing,  and  getting  rid  of  the  noise  in 
her  head  and  ears.  She  recovered  her  spirits 
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in  some  measure  ;  and  as  I  thought  change  of 
air  would  be  of  service  to  her,  I  recommended 
her  to  go  to  Cheltenham.  I  have  heard  from 
her  since,  informing  me  she  is  now  quite  well. 


CASE  XXXI. 

Miss  G.,  a  native  of  Pensylvania,  applied  to 
me  with  an  obstinate  nervous  deafness,  which 
had  baffled  many  of  the  American  practitioners. 
Besides  being  extremely  deaf,  she  was  likewise 
subject  to  hysterics. 

It  appears  that  women  of  a  delicate  habit,  and 
whose  nervous  system  is  extremely  sensible,  are 

those  who  are  most  subject  to  hysteric  affections  ; 

% 

and  the  habit  which  predisposes  to  these  attacks, 
is  acquired  by  inactivity  and  a  sedentary  life, 
grief,  anxiety  of  mind,  late  hours,  dissipation,  a 
suppression  of  the  customary  evacuations,  &c. 

Conceiving  this  case  to  proceed  chiefly  from 
a  deranged  state  of  the  nervous  system,  I  treated 
it  similar  to  the  two  preceding  ones,  and  with 
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the  happiest  effect,  as  the  lady  has  now  returned 
to  her  own  country  perfectly  relieved. 


CASE  XXXII. 

r  t  J  r  ;  y*“  .  *  y.  *  j  -  '  ... 

Mr.  Q,  had  consulted  most  of  the  profession 
in  London  and  Edinburgh,  when  he  applied  to 
me.  He  complained  of  great  pain  in  his  head, 
especially  at  night,  which  disturbed  his  rest. 
This  gentleman  had  been  a  long  while  in  the 
West  Indies,  and  had  formerly  lived  a  very  free 
life.  He  had  no  appetite,  and  his  bowels  were 
at  one  time  costive,  at  another  time  lax.  By  at¬ 
tending  to  the  regulation  of  the  constitutional 
symptoms,  and  thus  giving  tone  to  the  nervous 
system,  by  passing  a  seton  through  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  and  throwing  warm  injections  into  the 
ear,  he  became  perfectly  well. 


CASE  XXXIII. 

Mrs.  N.,  a  case  similar  to  the  preceding  one, 
had  been  electrified  regularly  every  day  for 
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nearly  six  months,  without  effect,  and  had  like¬ 
wise  been  galvanized:  indeed  I  never  knew’ 
either  of  these  remedies  of  any  permanent  use, 
although  I  and  my  pupils  have  given  them  a 
full  trial  at  the  Dispensary.  The  electrical 
machine  I  employed  was  one  of  extensive 
powers,  being  constructed  for  the  late  Mr. 
Royston.  In  this  case  the  same  constitutional 
and  local  treatment  was  equally  successful  as  in 
preceding  ones. 


CASE  XXXIV. 

Master  P.,  a  fine  youth,  became  quite  deaf 
on  one  side  from  the  blow  of  a  ruler,  which  was 
inflicted  by  one  of  the  ushers  of  the  school. 
The  deafness  had  been  preceded  by  violent 
hemicrania,  but  the  internal  ear  had  not  sup¬ 
purated.  By  blistering,  alterative  medicines, 
and  stimulating  injections,  the  boy  eventually 
recovered  his  hearing. 
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CASE  XXXV. 

Lieut.  R.,  an  officer  in  the  royal  artillery, 
became  deaf  in  consequence  of  a  violent  ex¬ 
plosion  of  a  large  barrel  of  gunpowder,  which 
had  affected  him  for  some  years ;  but  by  a 
continued  course  of  alteratives,  and  repeated 
blistering,  his  hearing  became  very  much  im¬ 
proved. 


CASE  XXXVI. 

Mr.  F.  became  deaf  from  a  severe  cold, 
caught  by  being  washed  overboard  on  the  pass¬ 
age  between  Dover  and  Calais,  having  only 
escaped  with  his  life.  By  appropriate  means, 
as  indicated  by  the  case,  and  varied  according 
to  the  progress  of  the  cure,  his  hearing  was 
restored. 


CASE  XXXVII. 

Mr.  B.  had  the  tympanum  perforated  by 
an  unskilful  practitioner,  for  a  slight  defect 
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in  hearing ;  the  effect  of  which  was  to  make 
him  completely  deaf.  I  coaid  cite  several  other 
instances  of  equally  unhappy  results.  By  mild 
astringent  and  stimulating  injections,  my  patient 
was  much  relieved. 


CASE  XXXVIII. 

Thomas  Nevenson,  a  carpenter,  was  admitted 
a  patient  at  the  Royal  Dispensary  on  the  3rd  of 
February.  He  had  some  time  before  received 
a  fall  from  a  scaffold,  and  remained  insensible 
for  some  days.  Blood  had  flowed  freely  from 
the  ear ;  and  on  his  senses  returning,  he  found 

,  ,  .  V 

himself  deaf.  Leeches  were  applied  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  ear  and  neighbourhood,  and  afterwards  a 
perpetual  blister  kept  open  behind  the  ear.  He 
took  full  doses  of  the  neutral  salts  thrice  a  week, 
and  in  the  course  of  four  weeks  was  quite  well. 


CASE  XXXIX. 

Sarah  Green,  five  years  of  age,  was  brought 
by  her  mother  to  the  Royal  Dispensary  on  the 


3d  day  of  May.  The  child  appeared  very  deaf, 
and  of  a  listless  aspect;  by  her  mother’s  account 
she  passed  restless  nights,  gnashed  her  teeth 
during  sleep ;  appetite  various,  at  one  time  in¬ 
different,  at  another  time  voracious.  The  child’s 
appearance  was  sickly,  the  eye  languid  and 
heavy,  countenance  pale,  and  the  upper  lip 
somewhat  tumified  ;  the  bowels  were  irregular, 
and  the  stools  dark  and  offensive. 

Suspecting,  from  the  deranged  state  of  the 
digestive  functions,  that  the  deafness  might  be 
sympathetic  of  this  affection,  I  felt  inclined  to 
try  the  effect  of  gentle  emetics,  repeated  twice 
a  week,  with  doses  of  calomel  intervening.  I 
shortly  had  the  satisfaction  to  find  the  stools 
become  less  fetid,  the  appetite  more  natural, 
and  the  general  health  and  appearance  of  the 
child  to  improve  ;  as  these  changes  for  the  better 
took  place,  a  corresponding  alteration  in  the 
local  affection  of  the  ear  accompanied  them. 
In  short,  with  a  restoration  to  good  health, 
there  was  also  a  complete  recovery  of  the 
sense  of  hearing.  No  worms  were  observed 
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to  pass  by  stool,  and  the  child  remains  per¬ 
fectly  well. 


CASE  XL. 

In  about  a  week  after  the  last  case  was  dis¬ 
missed  cured,  Master  Macnamara,  a  fine  boy, 
about  nine  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  my 
house,  labouring  under  similar  symptoms.  From 
the  efficacy  of  emetics  in  the  case  of  Sarah 
Green,  I  had  recourse  to  them  in  this ;  and 
without  detailing  the  symptoms  at  length,  and 
the  progressive  and  simultaneous  disappearance 
of  the  disorder  of  the  system  and  the  sympa¬ 
thetic  affection  of  the  ear,  suffice  it  that  their 
use  appeared  equally  appropriate,  and  their 
effect  was  equally  beneficial. 


CASE  XLI. 

Master  C.,  the  son  of  a  worthy  Baronet, 
was  exceedingly  deaf  when  brought  to  me.  He 
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too  was  of  a  pale  complexion  and  languid  ap¬ 
pearance,  ground  his  teeth  when  asleep,  and 
often  when  awake  picked  his  nose ;  his  bowels 
and  appetite  were  irregular,  stools  fetid  and 
dark-coloured,  belly  hard  and  tumid,  and  fre¬ 
quently  he  complained  of  griping  pains  about 
the  umbilicus. 

Emetics  were  had  recourse  to  without  effect ; 
but  as  the  symptoms  of  worms  were  unequivocal, 
he  was  put  on  a  course  of  strong  anthelmintics, 
and  vermes  of  the  lumbrici  kind  were  passed  in 
abundance.  The  general  health  shortly  after 
this  improved  daily  ;  and  what  proves  that  the 
hearing  was  affected  sympathetically,  was  the 
restoration  of  this  sense  on  the  other  complaints 
being  got  rid  of. 

No  topical  means  were  applied  in  these  cases, 
but  the  cure  was  wholly  effected  by  having  de¬ 
tected  and  remedied  the  remote,  yet  indubitable 
source  of  the  deafness. 
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CASE  XLII. 

Susan  Vaughan  was  admitted  a  patient  of 
the  Royal  Dispensary  on  the  6th  of  September. 
She  complained  of  a  violent  pain  in  her  left  ear, 
which  annoyed  her  exceedingly:  the  meatus 
auditorius  appeared  considerably  enlarged.  By 
continuing  the  use  of  a  stimulating  liniment  by 
means  of  a  bougie,  she  was  surprised  one  morn¬ 
ing  to  find  a  worm,  nearly  two  inches  long,  come 
from  her  ear ;  and  by  continuing  the  use  of  the 
application,  in  the  course  of  a  week  a  second 
was  ejected,  leaving  a  discharge,  which  yielded 
in  a  little  time  to  an  astringent  injection.  Her 
hearing  is  now  perfectly  recovered. 


CASE  XLIII. 

* 

Mr.  F.  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  right 
side  of  the  head,  when  attached  to  the  army  in 
Lisbon,  in  the  year  1811.  He  applied  to  many 
medical  men  of  eminence,  but  without  receiving 
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any  relief.  During  the  campaigns  from  1811 
to  1814,  the  constant  exposure  to  cold,  damps, 
and  night  air,  completely  confirmed  his  deaf¬ 
ness,  which  continued  obstinate  on  that  side. 

About  two  years  ago,  when  in  America,  Mr. 
F.  began  to  be  affected  with  deafness  in  his  left 
ear,  which  daily  increased,  attended  with  vio¬ 
lent  headaches,  dyspepsia,  constipation,  &c.  He 
went  to  Scotland  for  his  health,  and  there 
remained  nine  months ;  at  the  end  of  which  he 
found  his  deafness  in  that  ear  so  great,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  copious  discharge,  that  he  could 

* 

only  hear  when  one  person  was  speaking  with  a 
loud  voice,  very  indifferently.  Fie  is  now  per¬ 
fectly  cured  on  that  side,  and  considerably  re¬ 
lieved  on  the  other. 

By  adopting  local  remedies,  combined  with 
a  constitutional  treatment,  I  have  to  attribute 
the  success  of  the  case. 
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CASE  XLIV. 

Mr.  C.,  was  troubled  very  frequently  with 
epileptic  fits,  which  he  observed  to  me  were 
always  preceded  by  dimness  of  sight,  noise  in 
the  ears,  and  complete  loss  of  hearing.  After 
the  paroxysms  had  subsided,  the  dimness  of 
sight  left  him,  but  the  noise  in  the  head  and  the 
deafness  continued,  attended  with  great  de¬ 
bility,  although  not  to  that  extent  as  before  the 
coming  on  of  the  fit. 

Upon  inquiry,  I  found  he  had  been  subject  to 
worms  ;  and  as  I  have  known  them  to  produce 
epilepsy  and  deafness  in  other  cases,  I  was  desirous 
of  employing  strong  anthelmintics,  combined 
with  the  other  remedies  for  his  deafness.  The 
vermifuge  medicines  had  the  desired  effect ;  for 
he  voided  a  worm  of  the  tape  kind  nearly  twenty 
inches  long.  His  hearing  by  degrees  returned ; 
the  noise  in  his  head  left  him,  and  he  has  not 
had  a  recurrence  of  a  fit  for  the  last  nine  months ; 
whereas  before  he  used  to  have  them  frequently 
at  least  once  in  about  three  weeks. 
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However.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
that  epilepsy  always  proceeds  from  this  cause ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  frequently  proceeds  from 
blows,  tumors,  polypi,  violent  affections  of  the 
nervous  system,  fits  of  passion,  sudden  frights, 
great  emotions  of  the  mind,  frequent  intoxica¬ 
tions,  &c. ;  I  merely  wish  to  observe,  before  pre¬ 
scribing  any  remedy  for  the  relief  of  a  disease, 
it  is  essentially  necessary  to  endeavour  to  find 
out  the  cause. 


CASE  XLV. 

Miss  P.,  aged  five  years,  being  left  to  the 
care  of  a  servant  of  a  thoughtless  disposition, 
during  the  absence  of  her  mother,  in  consequence 
of  her  fretting,  the  servant  carried  her  into  the 
cellar,  by  way  of  frightening  her.  This  had 

instantly  such  an  effect  upon  her,  that  she  became 

\ 

entirely  deaf  and  dumb,  in  which  state  she  was 
brought  to  me.  After  an  inquiry  into  the  cause 
of  these  defects,  I  considered  it  as  a  case  of 
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nervous  deafness,  and  treated  it  as  such.  She 
has  considerably  recovered  her  hearing  and 
speech,  but  still  the  influence  of  the  fright  has 
not  left  her ;  but  I  trust,  in  time,  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  advantages  gained,  in  the  end  the  cure  will 
be  complete. 


CASE  XL VI. 

Miss  A.,  ten  years  of  age,  was  brought  to  my 
house,  by  her  mother,  very  early  one  morning, 
being  quite  deaf,  and  nearly  insensible.  When 
I  had  recovered  her  a  little,  I  found  she  had 
been  considerably  frightened  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night  by  her  elder  sister,  who,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  slept  with  her.  I  pursued  the  same  plan 
as  in  the  former  case,  and  with  the  same  success. 

I  insert  this  with  a  view  to  deter  any  one 
from  alarming  children,  as  it  is  an  evil  that 
remains  a  long  time,  sometimes  till  death ;  not 
unfrequently  producing  epilepsy,  and  a  long 
train  of  diseases. 
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CASE  XLVII. 

Mr.  Y.  applied  to  me  with  a  most  obstinate 
case  of  nervous  deafness,  as  he  expressed  him¬ 
self,  for  which  he  had  tried  a  variety  of  means 
to  obtain  relief ;  and  being  also  a  medical  man, 
he  had  consulted  most  of  his  acquaintance.  As 
I  considered  it  a  good  case  for  the  new  mode  of 
practice  I  mentioned  in  my  former  work,  I 
began  by  excluding  the  external  air  from  the 
meatus,  which  was  continued  for  some  days  at 
the  expiration  of  a  month  he  lost  the  violent 

noise  in  his  head,  which  had  so  much  distressed 

\ 

him,  and  in  a  fortnight  after  this,  by  continuing 
the  plan,  his  hearing  returned. 

A  considerable  number  of  cases  of  nervous 

deafness  of  long  standing,  connected  with  hysteria 

* 

and  hypocondriasis,  might  be  recorded,  that 
have  yielded  to  proper  treatment ;  indeed  these 
complaints  most  frequently  attend  patients  af¬ 
fected  with  nervous  deafness. 
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CASE  XL VIII. 

Dr.  B.,  a  physician  of  some  eminence,  con¬ 
sulted  me  for  an  odd  noise  in  his  head,  which 
he  could  not  account  for,  attended  with  deaf¬ 
ness,  and  great  depression  of  spirits. 

The  case  appeared  to  be  hypochondriacal,  as 
it  was  attended  with  inactivity,  a  want  of  reso¬ 
lution  to  set  about  any  thing,  great  despondency, 
and  apprehension  of  evil  upon  the  slightest 

grounds,  and  a  dread  of  danger  from  any  un- 

■ .  # 

usual  feeling,  even  of  a  trifling  kind,  together 
with  flatulency  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  acid 
eructations,  costiveness,  spasmodic  pains  in  the 
head  and  other  parts  of  the  body,  giddiness,  and 
palpitations :  in  fact,  his  symptoms,  to  detail 
them,  would  outstretch  our  limits.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  that  attending  to  the  digestive  functions, 
as  he  was  much  troubled  with  dyspepsia,  and 
administering  strong  nervous  medicines,  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  he  had  before  taken,  I  have 
the  satisfaction  to  find  he  is  now  quite  well,  and 
able  to  attend  his  professional  duties ;  at  the 


/ 


81 


same  time  having  his  perfect  hearing.  One 
thing  I  recommended  to  him,  and  which,  I  am 
persuaded,  tended  much  to  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  was  taking  constant  exercise  on  horse¬ 
back,  instead  of  riding  in  a  carriage. 


Hypochondriasis  frequently  attends  nervous 
deafness,  and  by  removing  the  latter,  you  cure 
the  former.  The  disease  seems  to  depend  on  a 
loss  of  energy  in  the  brain,  or  a  torpid  state  of 
the  nervous  system,  induced  by  various  remote 
causes,  such  as  close  and  intense  study,  long  and 
serious  attention  to  abstruse  subjects,  the  con¬ 
stant  remembrance  of  some  material  loss  or  dis¬ 
appointment  which  has  occurred,  great  anxiety 
of  mind,  leading  an  inactive,  indolent,  or  se¬ 
dentary  life,  immoderate  indulgencies,  or  the 
use  of  crude,  flatulent,  or  unwholesome  food, 
being  guilty  of  great  irregularity  and  intemper¬ 
ance,  as  likewise  from  a  variety  of  other  causes. 
As  to  its  prognostic,  the  disease,  if  recent,  is 
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rather  to  be  regarded  as  troublesome  than  dan¬ 
gerous  ;  but  if  long  continued,  it  is  apt  to  pro¬ 
duce  scirrhi  of  the  viscera,  cachexy,  dropsy,  in¬ 
curable  melancholy,  or  madness. 


CASE  XLIX. 

Mr.  Y.,  a  young  man  twenty-seven  years  of 
age,  applied  to  me  with  an  obstruction  of  the 

Eustachian  tube  ;  which,  from  what  he  informed 

\ 

me,  I  was  induced  to  think  proceeded  from  a 
syphilitic  cause.  After  using  a  stimulating 
gargle  for  some  time  without  effect,  I  was  in¬ 
duced  to  perform  the  operation  of  puncturing 
the  tympanum,  which  Succeeded  instantly  in 
restoring  his  hearing ;  but  I  had  some  difficulty 
in  preventing  the  aperture  from  again  uniting. 
The  edges  of  the  wound  became  fistulous,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  the  membrane  recovered  its 
usual  tension  ;  but  his  hearing  is  now  restored. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  in  recent 
cases  of  obstruction  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  I 


83 


have  found  a  slight  stimulating  gargle  of  the 
greatest  service,  and  in  my  opinion  it  deserves  a 
trial  in  cases  that  are  supposed  to  proceed  from 
this  cause  ;  as  the  remedy  is  simple,  its  appli¬ 
cation  cannot  be  attended  with  any  unpleasant 
effect.  It  may,  indeed,  make  the  throat  a  little 
sore,  but  that  soon  goes  off. 

An  obstruction  may  proceed  from  various 
causes,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  former  work ;  but 
the  most  frequent  one  is  a  cold,  when  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  tube  becomes  swollen  :  in  that  case 
a  gargle  is  of  great  service. 


CASE  L. 

*  i 

Mr.  W.  came  to  me  with  an  unusual  sensation 
of  both  ears,  which  he  had  laboured  under  for 
some  years.  On  inspection,  I  perceived  there 
was  a  quantity  of  cerumen  in  a  very  hard  state, 
collected  at  the  bottom  of  the  meatus.  By  con¬ 
tinuing  to  syringe  the  ears,  the  whole  was  re¬ 
moved.  On  the  first  application  of  the  syringe, 

g  2 


84 


which  brought  away  a  considerable  quantity,  he 
was  able  to  hear  the  church  clock  strike,  which 
he  had  not  done  for  several  years  before.  What 
makes  this  case  rather  singular,  is,  that  this  gen¬ 
tleman  conceived  he  laboured  under  a  violent 
nervous  affection.  I  need  not  mention  that  he 
was  much  pleased  at  being  relieved  by  such 
easy  means. 


Many  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature  have 
come  under  my  observation ;  all  which  point 
out  the  necessity  of  minute  examination,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  defect,  before 
offering  any  decided  opinion. 

In  the  dissection  of  the  ears  of  those  who  have 
been  deaf  for  many  years,  whatever  other  de¬ 
rangement  of  structure  may  exist,  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  quantity  of  inspissated  wax  in  the  pass¬ 
age,  in  a  very  hard  state,  as  formerly  mentioned  ; 
which  shows,  that  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
organ  necessarily  affects  the  secretion  of  this 
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part,  and  that  the  secretion  itself  accumulated 
in  this  way  may  act  as  an  additional  mechanical 
cause  in  increasing  the  obstruction  of  hearing. 


CASE  LI. 

Thomas  Hamilton,  a  boy  seven  years  of  age, 
was  brought  by  his  mother  to  the  Royal  Dis¬ 
pensary.  She  informed  me  he  had  been  both 
deaf  and  dumb  from  his  birth.  Although  I  did 
not  give  her  any  considerable  hopes  of  cure,  I 
was  desirous  of  attempting  relief.  I  accord¬ 
ingly  employed  the  same  mode  of  treatment  as  I 
have  recommended  in  cases  of  nervous  deaf¬ 
ness  ;  having,  however,  previously  ordered  the 
ears  to  be  well  syringed.  He  was  admitted  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1817 ;  and  since  that  time  his 
hearing  has  been  regularly  improving,  and  he 
has  also  acquired  the  faculty  of  speech. 
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CASE  LII. 

Miss  B.,  aged  fifteen  years,  had  been  from  her 
birth  deaf  and  dumb,  and  when  she  was  first 
brought  to  my  house,  she  could  neither  hear 
nor  articulate  a  wrord.  Being  the  daughter  of 
wealthy  parents,  her  education  had  been  well 
attended  to,  for  she  could  write  remarkably 
well,  and  play  on  the  piano  forte.  This  case  I 
treated  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  preceding 
ones :  with  the  assistance  of  excluding  the  ex¬ 
ternal  air  from  the  meatus,  at  the  same  time 
exciting  a  slight  degree  of  inflammation  at  the 
bottom  of  it :  my  success  was  here  equal,  for  the 
young  lady  can  now  hear  and  speak. 


CASE  LIII. 

Charles  Vernon,  aged  twenty-eight  years, 
was  admitted  a  patient  at  the  Royal  Dispensary 
on  the  24th  of  April,  at  the  recommendation 
of  a  Royal  Physician.  On  inquiry,  I  found 
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he  was  deaf  and  dumb,  and  that  he  had  been 
four  years  in  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  in 
the  Kent-road.  As  I  was  desirous  of  attempt¬ 
ing  relief,  I  employed  the  same  means  as  in  the 
preceding  case,  and  not  without  considerable 
effect ;  for  in  the  course  of  a  short  time  he  was 
able  to  hear  sounds  distinctly.  I  regret  that  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  following  up  the 
plan  I  had  laid  down,  and  which  was  pursued 
with  so  much  apparent  advantage,  as  he  went  to 
Scotland  to  superintend  his  brother’s  business, 
he  being  an  excellent  mechanic,  content  with, 
and  grateful  for,  the  benefit  he  had  already 
received. 


CASE  LIV. 

Miss  W.,  a  very  interesting  young  lady,  was 
brought  to  me  by  her  mother,  who  informed  me 
that  she  had  been  deaf  and  dumb  from  birth. 
By  adopting  local  remedies  and  constitutional 
treatment,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  that 
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she  hears  sounds,  such  as  a  clock  strike,  a  dog 
bark,  &c.  which  she  did  not  do  before ;  and  by 
steadily  following  the  plan  of  cure  which  I  pre¬ 
scribed,  her  medical  attendant  and  I  concur  in 
the  well  founded  expectation  that  she  will 
shortly  obtain  her  perfect  hearing. 


CASE  LV. 

James  Butler,  twenty-four  years  of  age,  born 
deaf  and  dumb,  who  had  been  several  years  in 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  was  recommended 
to  the  Royal  Dispensary,  under  my  care.  By  a 
persevering  use  of  the  means  already  mentioned, 
he  now  hears ;  and  as  he  is  still  under  my 
care,  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  dismiss  him  with 
the  faculty  of  speech ;  for  his  character  seems 
changed  by  the  relief  he  has  already  received  ; 
and  he  shows  a  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  he  never 
appeared  to  have  before. 


i 
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CASE  LVI. 

George  Morgan,  without  father  or  mother,  was 
sent  by  the  rector  of  this  parish  to  the  Dis¬ 
pensary.  On  admission,  I  found  he  was  quite 
deaf  and  dumb.  His  forlorn  situation  made  me 
anxious  to  give  him  every  relief.  I  employed 
here  the  means  I  have  already  detailed  in  these 
unfortunate  cases ;  and  since  he  has  been  under 
my  care,  he  has  acquired  a  sense  of  hearing, 
which,  I  trust,  will  be  preliminary  to  that  of 
speech,  as  he  shows  already  some  efforts. 


CASE  LVII. 

Master  B.,  from  the  country,  was  placed 
under  my  care,  being  to  all  appearance  deaf, 
and  unable  to  speak  many  words.  As  I  con¬ 
ceived  in  this  case,  as  in  most  others,  that  if  he 
could  acquire  his  hearing,  his  speech  would 
naturally  follow,  in  this  I  was  not  disappointed  ; 
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for  since  he  has  acquired  the  sense  of  hearing, 
he  has  increased  his  powers  of  speech  ;  and  by 
the  last  accounts  from  his  father,  his  progress  is 
every  day  becoming  more  rapid,  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  friends. 


CASE  LVIII. 

Mrs.  L.  came  to  me  with  her  only  son,  a  child 
of  three  years  of  age,  who,  she  was  apprehensive, 
was  born  deaf  and  dumb,  as  he  appeared  to  take 
no  notice  of  any  thing.  On  examination,  I 
observed  a  quantity  of  hardened  cerumen  at 
the  bottom  of  the  passage  ;  which,  by  being  dis¬ 
solved  and  removed,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to 
find,  on  applying  a  trumpet  to  his  ear,  that  he 
appeared  to  hear,  which  he  did  not  before.  He 
has  now  both  his  hearing  and  speech. 
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From  the  perusal  of  the  Cases  enumerated  in 
the  different  species  of  deafness,  and  the  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  attended  my  practice,  it  cannot 
be  inculcated  too  strongly,  that  in  all  diseases 
of  the  ear,  arising  from  whatsoever  cause,  per¬ 
severance  is  an  essential  point,  and  one  on  which 
I  consider  the  favourable  issue  of  these  cases 
chiefly  depended. 

Although  no  visible  alteration  should  take 
place  for  some  weeks,  still  the  patient  is  not  to 
be  abandoned,  and  some  further  changes  made, 
so  as  to  modify  the  treatment  to  the  apparent 
circumstances.  From  no  remedy  have  I  found 
greater  effect  in  cases  of  deaf  and  dumb,  than 
from  blisters  applied  behind  the  ears,  and  con¬ 
tinued  gently  open  in  the  form  of  an  issue.  The 
period  of  continuing  this  issue  must  be  regulated 
by  the  appearance  and  progress  of  the  amend¬ 
ment. 

In  very  young  children,  backwardness  of 
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speech,  although  it  frequently  points  out  a  want 
of  hearing,  yet  the  latter  does  not  often  arise  from 
any  organic  or  permanent  defect;  for  if  the  ears 
are  completely  syringed ,  and  the  other  means  em¬ 
ployed  I  have  before  stated,  a  sensible  change 
has  been  observed  to  take  place,  and  the  children 
have  begun  to  talk.  This  is  a  sufficient  induce¬ 
ment  for  early  attention  ;  which,  if  regularly 
paid,  I  flatter  myself  there  would  not  be  then 
found  so  many  suffering  from  this  malady. 

Though  it  is  allowed  that  the  diseases  of  the 
ear  are  not  numerous,  yet,  compared  with  other 
classes  of  disease,  the  misery  they  entail  by  ex¬ 
cluding  the  sufferers  from  the  intercourse  of 
society,  renders  them  objects  of  high  considera¬ 
tion. 

For  many  parts  of  the  treatment  recommended, 
I  acknowledge  myself  indebted  to  the  late  Mr. 
Saunders  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Royal  Dispensary,  I  have  had  op¬ 
portunities  of  treating  diseases  of  the  ear 
to  a  greater  extent  than  my  predecessor,  and 
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accordingly  I  have  seen  the  necessity  of  varying 
and  amplifying  his  original  modes  of  practice. 
This  circumstance  leads  me  to  speak  with  con¬ 
fidence  on  what  can  be  done  in  most  affections 
of  the  ear,  as  the  result  of  observation  and  ex¬ 
perience. 


THE  END. 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  THE  COURSE. 

In  the  Introductory  Part  will  be  considered,  the  Im¬ 
portance  of  the  Sense  of  Hearing  as  the  medium  of  social 
intercourse;  the  various  degrees  of  this  Sense  in  the 
several  tribes  of  Animals;  With  the  different  construction 
of  the  organ  for  that  purpose. 

The  Anatomy  of  the  Human  Ear  will  be  described,  as 
divided  into  external,  intermediate,  and  internal  parts; 
and  the  description  will  be  illustrated  by  anatomical 
preparations. 

The  Physiology,  or  Uses  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
Ear,  will  be  next  examined. 

On  finishing  the  Structure  and  Uses  of  the  Ear,  the 
various  Diseases  occasioning  Deafness  will  then  be  con¬ 
sidered,  treating  them  in  the  same  order  in  which  the 
Structure  has  been  described. 


This  order  will  comprehend,  first,  the  Affections  of 
the  Meatus  Auditorius,  or  external  Ear ;  secondly, 
those  of  the  Tympanum,  viz.  its  puriform  discharge,  and 
the  Obstruction  of  the  Eustachian  Tube,  with  the  ope¬ 
ration  ;  thirdly,  the  Diseases  of  the  Labyrinth,  whether 
constitutional,  as  nervous,  scrofulous,  syphilitic,  &c. ;  or 
local,  as  Paralysis  of  the  Auditory  Nerve,  defective  Or¬ 
ganization,  &c. 

The  Subject  will  conclude  with  general  Remarks, 
applicable  to  this  class  of  Diseases;  and  on  the  little 
progress  formerly  made  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
them. 


A  Clinical  Lecture  will  be  given  during  each 
Course  on  the  most  important  Cases  that  occur  at  the 
Royal  Dispensary. 


TERMS  OF  THE  LECTURES. 


Single  Course 
T  wo  Courses 
Perpetual  . 


Two  Guineas. 

.  Three  Guineas. 
Five  Guineas. 


TERMS  FOR  ATTENDING  THE  PRACTICE 

OF  THE  DISPENSARY. 

Three  Months  .  .  .  Five  Guineas. 

Six  Months  .  .  .  Eight  Guineas. 

Perpetual  .  .  .  .Ten  Guineas. 

For  Particulars  apply  to  Mr.  Curtis,  at  his  House , 
No.  2,  Solio-square ,  or  at  the  following  Hospitals ;  St. 
Thomas's ,  Guys,  St.  Bartholomew's,  St.  George's,  the 
Middlesex,  aucl  the  Westminster. 

The  Lectures  will  be  continued  regularly,  the  same 
as  the  five  preceding  Seasons;  namely,  from  the  first  of 
October  until  the  latter  end  of  May. 


B  O  OKS 


PUBLISHED 

BY  T.  AND  G.  UNDERWOOD, 
32,  FLEET  STREET. 


Lately  published,  the  Second  Edition,  considerably  enlarged 
and  improved.  Price  7s.  6s.  bds. 

A  TREATISE  on  the  PHYSIOLOGY  and  DISEASES 
of  the  EAR;  containing  a  comparative  View  of  its  Structure  and 
Functions,  and  of  its  various  Diseases,  with  the  Modes  of  Treat¬ 
ment.  By  J.  H.  Curtis,  Esq.,  Aurist  to  His  Majesty,  and  to 
their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester; 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of  the  Ear, 
Lecturer  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Pathology  of  the 
Ear,  Fellow  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  &c.  &c. 

The  above  Work  is  intended  not  only  for  the  Profession,  but 
also  for  the  information  of  deaf  persons :  it  is  accompanied  with  a 
plate  of  newly  invented  Acoustic  Instruments,  descriptive  of  the 
French,  German,  and  Spanish  Artificial  Ears;  likewise  an  improved 
Hearing  Trumpet:  and  it  contains  a  variety  of  interesting  Cases, 
some  of  them  of  young  persons  born  deaf  and  dumb,  who  have  ob¬ 
tained  their  hearing  and  speech. 

Printed  and  sold  by  T.  and  G.  Underwood,  Fleet-street ;  Black, 
Edinburgh;  and  Hodges  and  M‘ Arthur,  Dublin. 

“  The  Diseases  of  the  Ear  are  more  intricate  than  those  of  any 
other  organ  of  sense;  every  thing,  therefore,  new  on  the  subject 
has  a  claim  to  attention,  particularly  when  it  is  written  with  a 
laudable  view  of  imparting  information  to  deaf  persons.  We  agree 
with  the  Author,  that  an  attention  to  one  branch  must  acquire  a 
facility  of  discrimination  and  a  nicety  of  treatment;  for  the  man 
who  performs  the  same  operation  every  day,  will  do  it  with  more 
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expertness  and  success  than  one  to  whom  it  only  occurs  in  the 
course  of  months.  The  Author  of  this  work,  besides  his  other 
useful  information,  has  described  various  ingenious  mechanical  con¬ 
trivances  for  assisting  hearing,  many  of  which  are  entirely  new  in 
this  country.” — Antijacobin  Review,  November  1817. 

“  It  is  certain  that  many  cases  of  deafness  are  susceptible  of  relief 
by  judicious  treatment.  Perhaps  the  disposition  now  prevalent  to 
seek  for  the  cause  of  many  local  diseases  in  disorders  of  remote  parts 
of  the  system,  especially  in  the  gastric  organs,  has  led  to  the  greatest 
improvement  in  the  treatment  of  this  as  well  as  in  many  analogous 
affections.  This  indication  is  well  followed  by  Mr.  Curtis  in  all 
cases  of  deafness:  excepting  those  of  an  organic  nature,  expressly 
local,  his  attention  is  directed  to  the  state  of  the  constitution,  and 
many  cases  of  what  are  vaguely  termed  nervous  deafness,  of  several 
years  standing,  have  been  perfectly  relieved.  He  has  applied  the 
principles  above  inculcated  in  an  active  and  judicious  manner,  and 
the  results  of  his  experience  appear  to  have  been  particularly  fa¬ 
vourable.” — London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  October,  1819. 

“  Mr.  Curtis,  whose  perseverance  commands  our  applause,  has 
published  a  Second  Edition  of  his  Treatise  on  the  Physiology  and 
Diseases  of  the  Ear.  It  had  been  determined  that  Diseases  of  the 
Ear  were  incurable,  but  Mr.  Curtis  has  published  a  Series  of  Cases, 
sufficient  to  prove  this  error,  and  we  congratulate  the  public  on  his 
success,  as  no  diseases  are  more  afflicting,  than  those  of  this  important 
organ.” — Monthly  Magazine,  November,  1819. 


This  Day  is  published,  price  2s.  6d. 

AN  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE,  as  delivered  1816,  at 
the  Royal  Dispensary  for  the  Diseases  of  Ear,  to  a  Course 
on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  that  Organ; 
pointing  out  the  great  Advantages  arising  from  an  exclusive 
Attention  in  Practice  to  one  Subject  or  Class  of  Diseases,  and 
the  high  Importance  attached  to  the  Sense  of  Hearing,  as  the 
Medium  of  Social  Intercourse,  Intelligence,  and  Information. 
By  J.  H.  Curtis,  Esq.,  Aurist  to  the  King. 

Printed  and  sold  by  T.  and  G.  Underwood,  Fleet-street ; 
and  may  be  had  of  all  other  Booksellers. 
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CURTIS’s  BOTANICAL  MAGAZINE. 


This  Buy  is  published ,  in  royal  octavo, 

Price  3s.  6d.  containing  Eight  coloured  Plates  with  descriptions. 
No.  370,  of  the  BOTANICAL  MAGAZINE. 

This  Work  contains  Figures,  accurately  drawn  and  coloured  from 
Nature,  of  nearly  1,950  Plants,  cultivated  in  Gardens,  chiefly  in  the 
environs  of  London ;  and  each  Figure  is  accompanied  with  a  page 
or  more  of  Letter-press,  containing  such  information  as  was  thought 
to  be  most  desirable  to  all  such  persons  as  wish  to  become  scien¬ 
tifically  acquainted  with  the  Plants  they  cultivate.  Continued  since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Curtis  by  John  Sims,  M.  D.,  F.  R.S.,  and  L.  S. 

The  Forty-fourth  Volume,  or  second  of  the  New  Series,  of  this 
publication  was  completed  in  October  last,  and  the  entire  work,  or 
any  of  the  Volumes,  the  first  Forty- two  at  one  guinea  each,  and 
Volumes  Forty-three  and  Forty-four,  containing  double  the 
quantity  of  the  others,  at  two  guineas  each,  may  be  had  of  all  the 
Booksellers  in  Town  and  Country;  or  any  numbers  may  be  had  se¬ 
parate,  to  complete  sets. 

rihe  Botanical  Magazine  will  continue  to  be  published  on  the 
first  day  of  every  Month,  in  Numbers,  containing  eight  Plates, 
price  3s.  6d. ;  and  no  pains  or  expense  will  be  spared  to  keep  up  the 
credit  of  a  work,  which  has  hitherto  met  with  almost  unexampled 
encouragement. 


This  Day  are  published,  Parts  1  and  2,  Price  2s.  6d.  each, 

Of  the  Complete  Indexes  to  the  first  Forty- two  Volumes  of 
The  BOTANICAL  MAGAZINE. 

%*  Noblemen,  Gentlemen,  and  Cultivators  in  general,  having 
new  or  rare  Plants  not  hitherto  published  in  the  Magazine,  and 
being  desirous  of  having  the  same  recorded  in  this  extensive  and 
therefore  important  collection,  may,  as  far  as  can  be,  have  their 
wishes  complied  with,  by  sending  the  Plants,  or  good  flowering 
Specimens,  in  a  proper  state  for  representation,  to  Dr.  Sims,  No.  37, 
Wimpole-street.  Such  Plants,  whether  tender  or  hardy,  will  be 
taken  care  of,  and  returned  to  order,  as  soon  as  drawn  and  de¬ 
scribed.  And  when  the  Plants  or  Specimens  cannot  be  conve¬ 
niently  removed,  notice  of  the  same  is  requested  to  be  sent  to  Dr. 
Sims,  by  Post. 


